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Production of pilchards or Califor:lia sardines during the current season 
totaled 246,050 tons by the end of OctoSer , aTr increase of 8 percent over produc- 
tion durjng the comparable period last year, it was reported today to CoorXna,tor 
of Fisheries Harold L. Ickes . 

The California pilchard season besins August 1 in the northern and cent:& 
districts of the State and October 1 in the southern district. Fishing for pil- 
chards, which are the leading U. S. fish ii1 terms of volume of production, COi:tiil- 
ues until the end of February in the north and to the end of Iiarch iz the south. 

The pack of canned sardines, v?hich was lagging behind last year’s figure d.ur- 
ing the early weeks of the season, has Nan increased to 1,437,863 cases, or 2 per- 
cent better than last year’s pack at the end of October. 

Production of oil and meal, important by-products of the fis!lery, shol:led in- 
creases of 13 and 7 -percent, respectively. Bjr October 31, 8,619,673 gallons of 
oil and 37,545 tons of meal had been produced, conpar ed with 7,651,511 gal-ions and 
34,999 tons last season. 

In spite of the increase ia total. production, the pilchard season has not Soon 
uniformly successful throughout Califorilia. Landings at -tl-,e ports of San Francisco 
a;ld !-ionterey incrcssed 27 and 6 percent, respectively, but at the southern ports of 
San Pedro and San Diego landings were 15 percent under last year’s for the first 
month of fishing;. 
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